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" authority." He had been preceded in this office by
Another person who had exercised a petty jurisdiction
which though they thought it illegal the judges did not
feel called upon to interfere with, but Mr. Mills's conduct
had " raised universal terror and clamour, almost tunyult
" against the vexations and oppressions of the office." The
judges discharged some of the prisoners it seems in a
summary way, but certain classes of them. who they
thought might possibly be legally confined they said
they should discharge at the next gaol delivery if no
accusation was made against them, and it seems that
they did so, as indeed was their obvious duty as justices
of gaol delivery under the Regulating Act.

What had happened is obvious. The old system of
criminal justice was carried on by Mr. Mills under the
authority of the Nabob, who was supposed to administer
criminal justice throughout Bengal including Calcutta,
notwithstanding the arrival of the Supreme Court and the
abandonment or suppression of the old phousdarry Court,
and in direct opposition to the provisions which gave the
Supreme Court a local jurisdiction essentially exclusive
as a Court of goal delivery in Calcutta. The Herrinbarah
was just such a prison as British officers found at Lahore
in 1847, and at Alexandria in 1884.

The action of the Court both in and out of Calcutta
and the causes of its unpopularity are thus described by
Impey in a 2 long letter which he addressed to Governor
Johnstone dated apparently 18th August, 1778.

" I verily believe the Court has done as much if not
" more than was expected from it. If it has not eradicated

1  Not named, "but probably Mr. Pleydell.    See as to him pp. 229-30.

2  This is the letter from which I have already made a long extract as
to the reasons why JSTuncomar was not respited.    See pp. 255-60.